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Ways and Means of Contemporary Anthropological Linguistics

“It has been the effort of the author to connect the study of language with the study of other
branches of anthropology, for a language is best understood when the habits, customs,
institutions, philosophy – the subject-matter of thought embodied in the language – are best
known. The student of language should be a student of the people who speak the language;
and to this end the book has been prepared, with many hints and suggestions relating to
other branches of anthropology.”
John W. Powell ([1877] 1880: VI)
Introduction to the Study of Indian Languages. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution.
Even though John W. Powell has written his book over one century ago, apparently quite a
few of his observations are still valid, because it is not the idea, but rather the sense-creating
milieu or perhaps better, the habitus engulfing man that fluctuates and requires us to come
up with new ideas helping us understand and interpret the reality. The talk is going to be
about selected ways of interpreting reality and about a few ways of conducting research on
the very ways.

Prof. Piotr P. Chruszczewski, a scholar of English and American studies, specializing in
anthropological linguistics, to include studies of text, translation, writing and language. Head
of the College for Interdisciplinary Studies, University of Wrocław; he is a fellow at the
International Communicology Institute (since 2011) and a founding member of the Polish
Society for Human and Evolution Studies, established in 2013 in Wrocław. He has provided
expertise for domestic and foreign government institutions. Since 2015 he is the Rector’s
representative for the talented youth, actively promoting advanced interdisciplinary
research.

